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Jane Dickson (b. 1822) 

 

Jane (Dickson) Dixon was a Dakota Sioux mixed blood born in 1822 at Pembina.  She 
was the daughter of William Dickson the mixed blood son of Col. Robert Dickson the 
British Agent in the west during the War of 1812. William’s mother was the sister of 
“The Beaver” (also known as Shoppa), the most notable chief of the Cuthead band of 
Yanktonais.  
 
Jane Dickson married Joseph Marcotte Fafard dit Laframboise Jr. (1805-1856) in 1845. 
He was a Metis and this was his third marriage after his wife Magdeleine Julia 
Oasixheauwin “Sleepy Eyes” died of tuberculosis. Jane made the Indian beaded blanket 
made famous on Antiques Road Show. (see picture and story below.) Jane Dickson, who 
was one-quarter Mdewakanton Dakota, had three children who qualified to receive Half-
Breed scrip in lieu of the land as well. Most of their children, and all of the grandchildren 
were born long after this Treaties were signed. Julia, LaFramboise their oldest daughter 
arranged to sell her scrip through a third party to whoever would purchase it, and used the 
money for her education, a full thirty years after the treaty. After her husbands death  
Jane remarried Louis Sharon/ Charron and they can be found on the list of folks who took 
refuge at Ft. Ridgely during the Dakota Conflict of 1862. There Louis and Jane are listed 
with children William LaFramboise, Justine LaFramboise, Eliza LaFramboise, Frank 
Sharon and Louis Sharon. They lived 4 miles above Redwood.  
 
 
Antique Road Show Mar 2005 
Rita (Weldy) Kramer: Rita showed a large beaded Sioux blanket made by her great great 
grandmother, Jane Dixon (Dickson) spouse of famous Minnesota fur trader, Joseph 
{Fafard] Laframboise.  This beautiful and intricate blanket was very old & rare which 
was appraised at $75,000. 
 
[Nishnawbe] LaFramboise blanket on "Antique Roadshow" 
"A Family Treasure Beyond Measure; Blanket A 'Roadshow ' Hit" 
"As soon as she heard the workds 'national treasure' and the number of $60,000 or more 
Rita Joerg of Preston Minn., knew where to store her great-great-grandmother's 
handwork: in a bank safe-deposit box. 
 
Joerg said Tuesday she took the bead work to the St. Paul filming of the “Antiques 
Roadshow” and learned , much to her amazement, that it's a museum quality Dakota 
woman's dance blanket, used in ceremonies in the 1800's.  Her great-great-grandmother, 
Jane Dickson LaFramboise, who was three-quarters Dakota and Ojibwe and one-quarter 
white, made it in about the 1800's of tiny beads and ribbons, all imported from England 
as trade goods. 
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Because the blanket was made about the time she married Joseph LaFRAMBOISE, an 
interpreter of the Treaty des Sioux and in general to the Dakota and Ojibwe Indians in 
Minnesota, it's possible that the bride made the dance blanket for her 1845 wedding, 
considered the first Christian marriage in Nicollet County.  Recent generations have had 
no idea of its value or even its use.  They called it a table cover. Joerg said it was stored 
and sometimes displayed at the Sleepy Eye Minnesota Library from 1940 to 1972, but 
with no hint it was so valuable.  After that it was in her mother’s cedar chest and later in 
the cedar chest of Joerg’s sister, Diane Arnedt of Fairfax Minnesota. 
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“Antique Roadshow” 
 
Appraiser: “It's all trade material. There's no indigenous material, so all the material here 
was got through the fur trade-trading furs for the beads, trading firs for the blanket, for 
the silk. It was stunning silk applique work most of the way around the outside border.  
Beautifully designed, in terrific condition.  The color preservation is still quite good, 
given how old it is.” 
 
“These blankets are generally made by the Osage tribe, which are related to the Sioux.  
This is s Sioux variation, and the Osage just did this ribbon work-looked slightly 
different—without doing the beadwork. And what really makes this blanket for me, is 
this beadwork.” 
 
“Really tiny beads, extraordinary sense of color.  Your great-great-grandmother was 
extremely talented. The center medallion is so beautiful. The next best one that I've ever 
seen, my gallery sold ten years ago for $30,000, I think, conservatively somewhere 
between $60,000 and $75,000 for this.” 
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